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Vintage 
Fashion 
Expo
Saturday Jan. 31st & Sunday Feb. 1st
at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium

1855 Main & Pico

80+ Dealer Show & Sale
Collectibles & Wearables

Vintage   Designer   Couture   Jewelry
Fabric   Trims   Footwear   Eyewear

Accessories   Hats   Lingerie...and more

Hours: Sat - 10:30am-6pm & Sun - 11am-5pm
Early Buy Sat. 9-10:30am • Tickets $20
Students FREE Sun. with ID & this ad
Admission: $10 ($2 OFF WITH THIS AD)

Ticket good for both days • Parking rebate w/ paid admission

VintageFashionExpo
(707) 793-0773

visit us at
www.vintageexpo.com

INFINITY WIRELESS
2914 Main St. in Santa Monica

InfinityWireless@aol.com 

(310) 452-9935
If you are not satisfied with our service, you may cancel within 14 days of activation with no early cancellation fee. ©2003 SERVICE INFORMATION: Limited time offer; subject to change. Coverage only available on our domestic GSM/GPRS network and that of our roam-
ing partners (“Get More network”). Domestic long distance (but not for credit card, calling card or operator-assist calls) and roaming are on the Get More network. Weekends are midnight Thu. to midnight Sun. Credit approval, $35 activation fee and 1-year agreement
required with $200 early cancellation fee per line. Use of our service constitutes acceptance of our Terms and Conditions including mandatory arbitration. Taxes, USF and other charges additional. Unused allowances lost. Partial minutes used are rounded up and charged
at the full minute rate; calls measured from when the network begins to process the call (before the phone rings or the call is answered) through its termination of the call. Rates are for domestic calls. Billing of roaming charges and minutes of use or services may be
delayed. Devices sold for use on our GSM/GPRS systems and may not be compatible with other wireless systems. Additional restrictions apply; see brochure and Terms and Conditions for details. PHONE INFORMATION: At participating retailers. While supplies last; ship-
ping charges apply. Rebate mail-in offer requires purchase of the phone listed and new activation on qualified rate plan. You must be on qualified rate plan when rebate is processed. T-Mobile is a registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG.

SRP $99.99    Annual contract required.

Santa Monica is currently bracing for
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s proposed
budget, which is expected to take away
local revenues. The state budget, as pro-
posed, will divert local property tax rev-
enue away in order to meet California’s
Prop. 98 responsibility to fund public
education. At a minimum, Santa Monica
will lose $775,000 in property taxes to the
general fund and $1.6 million to the
Redevelopment Agency, which was creat-
ed to rebuild the city following the 1994
Northridge earthquake.

Ironically, as the state shifts revenue from
the city to benefit schools, there is a local
attempt to mandate City Hall to give a mini-
mum of $6 million every year to the district.

In true City Hall fashion, the finance
department has suggested that it can actu-
ally lower the deficit by spending more
money. Stark said City Hall saved $5.7 in
one-time funds in its capital improvement
budget last year. He suggested to the
council that it spend that money on

improvements to the Santa Monica Pier, a
project that is estimated to cost $6 million.
Stark suggests this would eliminate the
need for ongoing revenues to pay for the
multi-year expense and enable City Hall to
shave $2 million off the budget shortfall.

As City Council began brainstorming
for ways to close the deficit, it found itself
in a familiar position this time of year —
listening for hours to members of the pub-
lic who pleaded to keep funding in place
for their pet programs.

More than 60 people spoke to the
council, asking for money from every-
thing to the historical society to the sym-
phony to playgrounds to more school
funding to the arts.

Afterward, each council member laid
out his or her priorities for the upcoming
year, making it clear that not everything is
going to get funded.

“We have to think about what we can
do with what we have,” said Councilman
Kevin McKeown. “The state isn’t there to
help us so we have to do it ourselves.”

gear up and try to rally support in
attempts to amend the city charter, and
force the City Council to cough up more
money for schools.

“We’ve heard them say some very nega-
tive things about the proposed amend-
ment,” noted CEPS co-chair Shari Davis on
Wednesday, “which is hard to understand.”

The proposed amendment would force
City Hall to forward no less than $6 million
of its annual revenues to the school district
— twice the regular $3 million contribution
— or about 4 percent of designated general
funds, whichever is greater. 

Also, funding to the district would be
modestly increased each year — but only
when the city’s revenues grow by at least
3.5 percent. 

However, in order to place the pro-
posed amendment on the November bal-
lot, the group must first collect 9,000 sig-
natures over the next three months.

“It looks like we’ll be hitting the streets
in the next week or so,” said CEPS
spokesperson Rebecca Soladay Kennerly.
“We’ll have a good discussion when we
meet again on Friday.”

Kennerly indicated that wording on the
petition was still being finalized and that a
strategy for gathering the 9,000 necessary
names — which amounts to approximate-
ly 100 a day — will be agreed upon by
week’s end. 

Still, CEPS members had been holding
out hope that the amendment and all the
mass signature-collecting would have been
rendered unnecessary, preferring to see the
City Council adopt a long-term plan that
would provide the school district with an
ongoing source of funding every year.

However, those hopes were dashed
during Tuesday’s exhaustive council
meeting, where members expressed hope
in matching last year’s $5.25 million con-
tribution to schools, but made no promis-
es. CEPS has had a hard time convincing
a wary council, many of whose members
took umbrage with the proposal when it
was filed earlier this month, that the
amendment is not intended to be a public
rebuke of their competence.

“This is a carefully constructed policy

that will benefit the community, the city
and its schools,” Davis said. “There’s no
need on the part of the city to be pitting
one another against each other. 

“This can be a very unifying policy, as
schools are the foundation for a strong
public policy.”

The mission to cull additional funding
for schools on a permanent basis has
proven to be a unifying experience for the
members of CEPS, a broad-based coali-
tion that counts as members such dis-
parate personalities as Santa Monicans
For Renters Rights party co-founder
Denny Zane and Chris Harding, a land
use attorney who often battles SMRR on
behalf of the business community.

The group consists primarily of parents
— those with children currently enrolled in
Santa Monica schools and those whose chil-
dren have already emerged from the system. 

The exact tactics CEPS plans to employ
to collect some 3,000 signatures a month
for the next three months have yet to be
agreed upon, but residents can expect to
hear from the lobbying group soon. CEPS
has been hard to ignore over the course of
the past two years since its inception.
Speaking at Tuesday’s council meeting on
behalf of the organization and its goal of
increased funding were superintendent of
schools John Deasy and Jose Escarce, pres-
ident of the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District’s Board of Education.

CEPS has reportedly conducted exten-
sive research, including public opinion
polls via phone to gauge whether the com-
munity would support such a measure. 

“We had some really good speakers
(Tuesday) night,” said Davis, who admit-
ted she was heartened by the number of
non-member city residents who spoke to
the council in support of increased school
funding.

With more than a $350 million annual
budget, school supporters believe City
Hall can afford to continue its financial
commitment to the district. But they don’t
want to have to ask every year, hence the
charter amendment.

“CEPS is focusing on the positive,”
Davis said. “We’re doing this for the
schools, as well as the benefits it will pro-
vide to everyone.”
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